Table B-15. Graduate students in science, engineering, and health fields in public institutions,
by detailed field: 1990-97
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Field 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997
Total, all surveyed fields ........ccccoovviiiiiiienns 316,781| 330,251| 345,759| 353,017| 353,662 350,331 345,756| 340,306
Total, science and engineering fields .......... 275,938| 287,076 299,547 303,363| 300,537| 294,750 288,282 282,654
Sciences, total .....occeeiieiiiee 201,722 207,826| 216,723| 221,017| 220,739| 218,844 215,375| 211,547
Physical sciences, total .............. 24,726 25,193 25,687 25,773 25,128 24,527 23,646 22,721
Astronomy ... 536 546 561 579 591 556 525 471
Chemistry 13,823 13,980 14,426 14,649 14,435 14,402 14,179 13,837
Physics ........ 10,054 10,281 10,283 10,090 9,618 9,114 8,561 8,041
Physical sciences, n.e.c. 313 386 417 455 484 455 381 372
Earth, atmos., & ocean sci., total 11,591 11,928 12,683 13,077 13,189 13,255 12,885 12,425
Atmospheric sciences ..... 901 948 1,064 1,094 1,090 1,047 1,066 1,068
Geosciences ...... 6,301 6,207 6,356 6,384 6,327 6,279 6,063 5,802
Oceanography .......... 1,919 1,953 2,076 2,134 2,294 2,263 2,184 2,067
Earth, atmos., & ocean sci., n.e.c. 2,470 2,820 3,187 3,465 3,478 3,666 3,572 3,488
Mathematical sciences .........cccccccveveeeeennnn. 15,514 15,602 15,910 15,645 15,204 14,253 13,878 12,765
COMPULET SCIENCES  .evvvveeiieiiie e 20,166 20,867 21,547 21,535 20,560 20,532 20,848 22,218
Agricultural SCIENCES  ....cvevvieiiecieeiiieeien, 10,830 10,986 11,332 11,430 11,637 11,842 11,422 11,347
Biological sciences, total 36,793 37,951 39,748 41,403 42,529 42,486 42,006 41,117
Anatomy 715 765 742 760 805 779 793 778
Biochemistry 3,464 3,645 3,655 3,701 3,914 3,891 3,730 3,610
Biology .....c...... 9,492 9,843 10,313 10,795 10,754 10,621 10,979 10,878
Biometry/epidemiology ... 1,082 1,226 1,562 1,728 1,732 1,724 1,777 1,734
Biophysics 356 387 417 426 415 472 459 419
Botany ...... 2,564 2,522 2,559 2,573 2,626 2,469 2,367 2,258
Cell biology 1,442 1,587 1,824 2,089 2,285 2,358 2,371 2,359
Ecology 1,030 1,032 1,123 1,234 1,387 1,490 1,450 1,513
Entomology/parasitology . 1,105 1,102 1,127 1,186 1,193 1,179 1,171 1,101
Genetics ... 998 1,058 1,133 1,147 1,083 1,077 1,119 1,144
Microbio., im 3,641 3,570 3,656 3,682 3,617 3,654 3,451 3,366
Nutrition 3,465 3,464 3,450 3,623 3,731 3,884 3,786 3,632
Pathology ..... 928 1,016 1,007 1,012 1,079 1,056 1,059 1,063
Pharmacology . 1,634 1,672 1,757 1,871 1,979 1,872 1,797 1,750
Physiology ... 1,498 1,530 1,526 1,559 1,521 1,548 1,439 1,373
Zoology ... 1,970 2,036 1,997 1,976 1,951 1,914 1,780 1,598
Biosciences, 1,409 1,596 2,000 2,241 2,457 2,598 2,478 2,541
PSYcholOgy ..ccoooviieiiiiiicce e 27,634 28,483 29,642 29,574 29,503 29,197 28,290 28,628
Social sciences, total .......ccccoeciiiiiiiiinne 54,468 56,816 60,174 62,580 62,989 62,752 62,400 60,326
Agricultural eCoNOMICS ......cccoevvveviverieans 2,158 2,249 2,404 2,303 2,174 2,205 2,031 1,973
Anthropology (cultural & social) 4,737 4,965 5,205 5,457 5,646 5,602 5,678 5,492
Economics (except agricultural) 7,959 8,375 8,747 8,768 8,598 8,355 7,953 7,225
Geography 3,343 3,561 3,799 4,052 4,168 4,077 4,013 3,994
Linguistics ....... 2,394 2,382 2,442 2,486 2,419 2,383 2,281 2,168
Political science 20,032 20,757 21,871 22,625 21,983 21,869 21,115 20,297
S0Ciology  .veeveeeiieenines 5,909 6,481 6,880 7,167 7,243 7,271 7,220 7,210
Sociology/anthropology 825 615 690 738 796 749 737 779
Social sciences, other 7,111 7,431 8,136 8,984 9,962 10,241 11,372 11,188
Engineering, total 74,216 79,250 82,824 82,346 79,798 75,906 72,907 71,107
Aerospace engineering 2,982 3,241 3,199 3,126 2,917 2,598 2,435 2,332
Agricultural engineering 898 943 967 970 1,006 981 959 893
Biomedical engineering 1,284 1,317 1,535 1,639 1,641 1,656 1,700 1,844
Chemical engineering 4,845 5,166 5,413 5,632 5,592 5,440 5,348 5,173
Civil engineering ......... 11,688 13,136 14,752 14,743 14,948 14,534 14,091 13,040
Electrical engineering 21,142 22,475 23,610 23,066 21,943 20,636 19,523 20,126
Engineering science ...... 1,226 1,367 1,470 1,432 1,368 1,294 1,252 1,122
Industrial/manufacturing eng. 7,174 8,390 9,095 9,228 9,193 8,593 8,105 7,580
Mechanical engineering ....... 11,825 12,769 13,656 13,489 12,992 12,144 11,595 11,166
Metallurgical/materials eng. 3,194 3,461 3,769 3,741 3,667 3,454 3,313 3,269
Nuclear engineering 1,073 1,093 1,081 1,094 1,062 975 826 751
Engineering, other .......cccccccvevnene 6,885 5,892 4,277 4,286 3,469 3,601 3,760 3,811
Total, health fields 40,843 43,175 46,212 49,654 53,125 55,581 57,474 57,652
Clinical fields 1,322 1,385 1,620 1,670 1,845 1,832 1,952 2,173
Dental sciences 746 791 840 862 919 925 992 1,113
Nursing 15,999 16,709 17,689 19,094 21,232 22,116 21,505 20,955
Pharmaceutical sciences .........ccccccvveeeeennn. 2,218 2,243 2,258 2,349 2,335 2,385 2,429 2,489
Preventive medicine/community health 5,641 5,927 6,079 6,860 6,929 7,254 7,135 6,596
Speech pathology/audiology ........... 7,162 7,635 8,227 8,800 9,423 9,918 10,778 11,063
Veterinary sciences ......... 821 821 880 802 807 875 894 1,123
Other health fields 6,934 7,664 8,619 9,217 9,635 10,276 11,789 12,140

KEY: n.e.c. = Not elsewhere classified

SOURCE: National Science Foundation/SRS, Survey of Graduate Students and Postdoctorates in Science and Engineering



